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Anglican Parish of Mooi River

Christmas Eve and Christmas Morning 2017


Welcome to our services

December 
24th
5.00pm
All Saints
Eucharist. Officiant:  Mdu Ninela             LM: S. Moller
25th
8.00am 
St Paul’s        Eucharist. Officiant:  Mdu Ninela             LM: T. Subramanian  
25th     10am           St Peter’s
Eucharist. Officiant:  Mdu Ninela             LM: S. Winckworth
24th   11.00am        St Mary’s       Eucharist. Officiant:  Mdu Ninela             LM: G. Ngubane,

                                                                                                                                 B. Maduna
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 “For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; 
             authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is called Wonderful Counselor,

                                              Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace”.     Is 9:6                                      
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“Thanks be unto God for his unspeakable gift.”  2 Corinthians 9:15
Prayers of Intercession:
Let us pray for the people of this world who are in need this day as we celebrate Christmas.

Child of Bethlehem, smile upon the church all over the world: may the Holy Spirit  guide us, and grant that we may pursue truth, unity, peace and righteousness. We pray especially for the church in all countries at the moment, being tested by difficult questions and challenged by the threat of disunity. We pray for the work of the church here and for our own ministries as we live our lives.

Lord in your mercy, Hear our prayer

Child of Bethlehem, smile upon all those charged with the responsibility of government, both here in our country and all over the world, that they might rule in peace, justice and mercy, that people may honour one another and seek the common good. 

Lord in your mercy, Hear our prayer

Child of Bethlehem, smile upon those who will not enjoy Christmas this season, for whom life is a struggle for survival as a result of poverty, famine, disease, illness, war, or the greed of others. We pray, too, for those striving to rebuild their lives after the devastation of natural disasters and of terrorism.

Lord in your mercy, Hear our prayer
Child of Bethlehem, smile upon all who are troubled, anxious or sick in mind, body or spirit and for those who love and care for them. Give them courage and hope in their troubles and bring them the joy of your salvation. We remember now anyone known to us who is in special need of our prayers, and name them in a moment of silence ….

Lord in your mercy, Hear our prayer

Jesus Christ is the light of the world, a light which no darkness can quench. We remember before God those who have died and light a candle to symbolise the light of Christ, which eternally shines and brings hope. We remember …. 

You turn our darkness into light: in your light shall we see light.

Merciful Father, 

accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.           (Adapted from Mrs Alison Holden)
Prayers of Thanks:

Heavenly Father, we thank you for the birth in Bethlehem of the Word made flesh, your Son, Jesus Christ; who dwelt among us full of grace and truth.

For your love and your goodness

We give you thanks, O God

We thank you for his life; his death in Jerusalem as he carried our sins and suffering, and for his glorious Resurrection in which he gave us new life with him.

For your love and your goodness

We give you thanks, O God

We thank you for entrusting to us the ministry of forgiveness, reconciliation and peace-making for the healing of your creation.

For your love and your goodness

We give you thanks, O God

Heavenly Father, we praise and glorify you. You are our only refuge in a troubled world.

Lord, hear our prayer

And let our cry come unto you.                                                                                                              
NOTICES:
· The office will be closed until Wednesday the 3rd January 2018 for staff.
· Readings for 31st December are: Isaiah 63: 7-9; Psalm 148; Hebrews 2: 10-18; 

Matthew 2: 13-23.
· Lectionaries are still available at R25.00 each from the office.





Priest-in-charge:  Revd. Patrick Nene (2018)  033 2631179, 
              
Secretary:
Sharon Willey – 0332631294 (w)  (8.00am to 1.00pm)  0792746467



anglicanmeander@telkomsa.net   P.O. Box 55, Mooi River, 3300.
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Christmas Readings:





Old Testament:


Is 52: 7-10





Psalm:  98


Page 727





New Testament:


Heb 1: 1-4, (5-12)





Gospel:


Luke 2: 1-20 or 


John 1: 1-14








LET THE CELEBRATIONS BEGIN!


Like eager children waiting for dawn,


tearing at the wrapping to get to the gift,


waking sleeping parents with shouts of joy,


let our celebrations begin!





May this Christmas morning


find us able to say “Alleluia”


even in the midst of pain and anxiety,


because You are our hope.





Jesus Christ, come to us,


fill our hearts with joy in knowing


this deeper truth that life contains,


that because You come, all will be well.





Let us witness not to successful lives,


not to perfect health, faultless families,


highly achieving work, or new possessions,


but to the quiet inner knowing of You. 





And as we gather this joyful morning,


let our Alleluias rise from willing lips,


from lives opened to Your gift,


and from hearts filled with Your love.


ALLELUIA, ALLELUIA, ALLELUIA, ALLELUIA


And AMEN!














Christmas Eve Readings:


Old Testament:  Is 9: 2-7


Psalm:  96    page 725


New Testament:  Titus 2:11-14


Gospel:  Lk 2:1-14, (15-20)
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COLLECT:    Christmas Eve





Loving God,


your light shone brightly in the stable of Bethlehem:


draw us to worship the Child in the manger


and use us to tell the story of his love to the world;


who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit


one God, forever and ever.  


Amen.
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COLLECT:    Christmas Day





O Christ, light of the world, 


born into human pain and joy; 


let our celebration of your birth


make us bold witnesses of your love;


to the glory of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 


one God, forever and ever.  


Amen. 








deserves a response


in the life that we lead.


Forgive our ingratitude 


for all you have done,


draw us to your Word,


give us a new song to sing,


that will resonate throughout this world.


And begin with us today. Amen





You gave your all to the world                             


in the bleakness of that stable.


Love was born that day


Pure love


Undiluted 


Poured out for all


who call on Your name


Such Grace


Undeserved








Faith makes all things possible, �Hope makes all things work, �Love makes all things beautiful, �May you have all three for this Christmas. 








THE SPIRIT  OF


       CHRISTMAS IS


           PEACE.





     THE HEART OF 


            CHRISTMAS IS


                  LOVE.





             THE JOY OF


                   CHRISTMAS IS  


                         HOPE.





Services for Sunday 31st December 2017





8.00am      St Peters            Eucharist (family)


9.30am      All Saints           combined Eucharist








Our Christmas Prayer for you





May the PEACE of Christ enfold you,


  May the LOVE of Christ possess you,


    May the SPIRIT of Christ direct you,


      May the JOY of Christ be in you and


        May you at all times experience the Living Christ


          In your heart and in your affairs, this Christmastide,


            And throughout the coming year.
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